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We, the Coast Salish peoples, have lived in, stewarded, and governed our respective lands, waters,
resources, and territories for thousands of years.

We are the proper title and rights holders within our territories. We hold inherent, constitutional, and
human rights, and inherent laws, legal systems, systems of governance, and jurisdictions, which we have
applied and exercised throughout the entirety of our territories prior to contact, and which continue to
exist and be applied and exercised throughout the entirety of our territories today.

We know who we are, and where we come from. We have maintained and protected our distinct identity
and cultural practices in the face of rapid and pervasive colonization.

We have recently been made aware of a claim filed on behalf of the BC Métis Federation (BCMF) and
certain named individuals in the BC Supreme Court (Claim). Among other things, the Claim asserts that
what is now known as British Columbia (BC) is home to the “Pacific Northwest Métis”, who are said to be
descendants of the offspring of French-Canadians and BC First Nations women. In the Claim, one of the
named individuals identifies herself and her ancestors as “Pacific Northwest Métis” because she is a
descendant of a “Cowichan woman” and “French-Canadian fur trader” who “...settled in and helped
establish the Métis community in Fort Langley, British Columbia.”

We know there is no truth to this characterization.

No historic Métis communities of any kind exist within our territories. No distinct Métis people, language,
or culture emerged from the union of Coast Salish women and settler men. These assertions have no basis
in history or reality, are deeply offensive, and directly violate and undermine our respective laws, legal
systems, systems of governance, and jurisdictions.

The Claim’s attempt to appropriate our ancestors, names, and histories is unacceptable and will not go
unchallenged. We know our lineages and recognize that some women from our Coast Salish communities,
our relatives and ancestors, had children with French-Canadian fur traders and other settlers in our lands.
To us, this is recent history. Their descendants are not now, and never were, Pacific Northwest Métis. Their
descendants do not now, and never did, form distinct Pacific Northwest Métis communities in our
territories.

In accordance with our laws, the descendants of these Coast Salish women have remained members and
citizens of our respective Nations, bands, and communities, or are individuals who have Coast Salish
ancestry. The impacts of colonialism have resulted in some individuals with Coast Salish ancestry having no
present connection to us; however, that does not make those individuals Métis, and we alone determine
belonging in our respective Nations, bands, and communities.

Many Métis have settled in and now call our territories home. We welcome those Métis who treat us and
our territories with respect and acknowledge the reality that, as a people and as individuals, they hold no
land, water, or air-based inherent and constitutionally protected rights or related jurisdiction in our
territories, that they are our guests, and that their Homeland and rights lie east of what is now known as
BC. But we will not stand silently as BCMF, or any other Métis organization or individual, attempts to co-opt
our ancestors, names, and histories and undermine our rights and authority.
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We will defend our territories with all our strength and all resources available to us.

We stand united in our opposition to the Claim and BCMF. We ask all First Nations, Métis, Inuit, British
Columbians, and Canadians to support us in opposing the Claim and denouncing BCMF’s repeated
disrespectful and provocative actions.
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